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In many ways this is the most difficult letter that I have had to write in a lifetime of public 
service that began in October 1981. If I get it wrong, I risk appearing insincere, which 
would harm what I wish to achieve, but equally I wish to recognise the dedicated service 
given by the many decent people, who spent their working lives policing the island. 

I am grateful to the committee for taking the time to share with me experiences and 
perceptions from the past, which clearly still resonate today, and which might always affect 
how the police are viewed. I have also received considerable insight from the 
Constabulary's inclusion scrutiny group, which has acted as an ethics panel, giving me 
different perspectives on this emotive issue. I am equally grateful to the board of the Isle 
of Man Police Federation for offering an objective and nuanced view of things, which 
reflected both the past and the way that a contemporary police service now operates. I 
have also benefited from the views of the Isle of Man branch of the National Association of 
Retired Police Officers, whose Chair, Carolyn Kinrade, gave me an open and reflective 
summary of events, police actions and perceptions. Finally and importantly, I have been 
able to speak to some people who related to me their own personal experiences. For all of 
this help, I am deeply grateful. 

The passing of modern sexual offences legislation, the offering by the then Chief Minister, 
Howard Quayle, of an apology and the establishment of a process for the issuing of 
automatic pardons for those convicted of consensual sexual acts between men must be 
welcomed across society. I have a bit of a tightrope to walk in terms of offering an opinion 
on matters of public policy, but I welcomed these developments as much as anyone. 










